
CREATING AMERICA’S FIRST TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD

DELIVERING MEASURABLE ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS
Rail is already the most sustainable way to move freight 
over land. Creating America’s first transcontinental 
railroad builds on that advantage by creating a more 
direct, efficient coast-to-coast network.

By reducing unnecessary handoffs and related delays, 
the combination will move freight more efficiently, while 
reducing fuel consumption and emissions, and shifting 
more freight from congested highways to rail.

THE GREAT CONNECTION 
Regularly updated information about the merger can 
be found at AmericasGreatConnection.com.

CAUTIONARY NOTE 
Regularly updated information about the Cautionary 
Note can be found at www.UP.com/CautionaryNote. 

HELPING CUSTOMERS REDUCE 
THEIR CARBON FOOTPRINT

Estimated greenhouse gas emissions Union Pacific 
and Norfolk Southern customers avoided in 2025 by 
choosing rail over truck transportation.

That’s like taking 8 million gas-powered cars off 
the road for a year.*

Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern also help 
customers measure, report and reduce their 
transportation footprint through:

Lane-by-lane customer emissions tracking

Carbon calculators

Independently certified low-carbon biofuels 
	 emissions certificates

*Based on U.S. EPA greenhouse gas equivalencies

~38 MILLION METRIC TONS 

PROJECTED ANNUAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

2.1 MILLION TRUCKLOADS 
Shifted from congested highways to rail

C 3.8 MILLION METRIC TONS 
Reduction in carbon dioxide emissions

O

O

16 MILLION GALLONS 
Reduction in diesel fuel consumed from 
more efficient rail operations

Creating a seamless coast-to-coast rail network 
extends rail’s environmental advantages to more 
freight while creating a more efficient way to move 
goods across the country.

Rail already provides significant environmental benefits 
compared with moving freight by highway:

RAIL’S ENVIRONMENTAL ADVANTAGE

Up to 75% lower greenhouse gas emissions
Railroads are up to four times more fuel efficient than trucks.

Nearly 500 miles per gallon
On average, railroads move one ton of freight nearly 
500 miles on a single gallon of fuel.

550 trucks off the highway
A single freight train can replace hundreds of trucks, 
reducing congestion and emissions. Rail also has an 
incident rate about 15 times lower than trucks per 
100 million gross ton-miles.

RECOGNIZED SUSTAINABILITY LEADERS
Union Pacific and 
Norfolk Southern 
were named to 
USA Today’s 2025 
America’s Climate 
Leaders list, recognizing 
their progress in 
reducing emissions.

FORTUNE WORLD’S MOST ADMIRED COMPANIES 2026

Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern ranked among 
the top three companies in Fortune’s Trucking, 
Transportation and Logistics category.

AMERICA’S GREENEST 
COMPANIES 2027
Newsweek named Union Pacific 
one of America’s Greenest 
Companies for 2027.

https://www.up-nstranscontinental.com/rail-shipping-for-farmers
www.UP.com/CautionaryNote

